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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. ly the God of ages is reviving his work inagra-| P.S. We have held four Camp-meetings in 
ee sr ——- |cious manner: also at Hollister’s Mills. Thisis|this North Country, in this, New York and 
Vor the well settled neighborhood, most of whom have | Lower Canada Districts. The following three [ 
PENNSYLVANIA. been converted to God. Brother T. and myself, | attended, viz. one at Fairfax, in St. Alban’s Co. 


Hamlinton, Nov. 27, 1833. |ate on the move continually. The Presbyte-| Vermont, it was a good time—the next at Beek- 
Dear Brother,—During the last summer, God rians and Methodist Protestants have a contin-|mantown, New York, it was better—and the 
ear Brother,— 


h ual refreshing? Yours, &c. third at side of the Magog Lake, 
in his providence led me to to the county of | E. Buiss Dare. |L. C. which was better yet. At the three, I be- 
Wayne, in Pennsylvania, where several years omeenmmniane lieve there were from 40 to 50 souls liberated 
friends, while at Razorville. Here 1} OHIO. | week, at Bolton, Aw 
preached several times to large and well inform- . Cincinnati, Nov. 23, 1833. 


verted to God—more are seeking—a new socie- 
Dear Brother,—The dignified and energetic] ty is formed in Monkton of 10 members—8 of 
manner in which our last session dispatched its| whom are from the old church—all choice ma- 
where a very deep sense of feeling was soon business, together with the harmony of senti-|terials—more at the door! In your 45th No. [ 
manifested, and some precious prospects arose, | ment and feeling which prevailed—the manifest | discovered your receipt of the money for that 
which greatly encouraged us. Here I became} growth of evangelical piety among the minis-| Vol. of the paper in favor of Dr. B. C. Seare— 
acquainted with brother T wifford, the Superin-| jers——the very favorable reports from nearly all| the name is Dr. Benjamin Searle, of Berkshire, 
tendent, and soon found him much engaged in|our fields of labour, have increased the confi-| Vermont—this subscriber and Julia Race, I ob- 
the good cause of God; he is indefatigable, and dence, cheered the prospects, and stimulated | tained, and got Bro. Mason to write to you for 
what is still better, he has been instrumental in the efforts of all the friends of the church pre-| them. I herewith send you five dollars, which 
doing much good. As Ihave seen no notice}sent, and wherever the minutes of this Confer-| you will please to credit to the account of Sylo- 
taken of the camp-meeting that was held in Sa-| ence are read, I think they must have a saluta-|mon Mason, for Books. 

lem, last September, at which the following min- ry influence—It must (I think) be seen in the| | Brother Sterricker has given you an account 
isters attended, viz: Brother Wolston, the Pre- course of the proceedings of this Conference,| of the blessed work of the Lord at his Camp4 
sident, McReynolds, Twifford, Hagans, Cobb, \shat our system is not as incapable of answer-|meeting. I might have given you a more de- 
and myself, we were visited by H. Ross, Esq.' ing all the ends of good government as has been | tailed account of the two camp-meetings on my 
who preached, and was useful to us, also sever- supposed by some—yet it may be seen, that for District—but [ saw in your excellent paper you 
al active brethren from abroad, were found to| the sake of those who are not much interested | requested the Superintendents to furnish ac- 
be able auxiliaries on this occasion—the pros-| to know, or disposed to do their duty, especial-| counts, and I feared that I might be thought too 
pect from the commencement was flattering, ly; and for the benefit of the whole, the way of| assuming. I trust you will yet hear from them. 
and on Saturday, the ground was well filled with duty needs to be somewhat more plain and defi- Yours, &c. Justus By1noron. 

a solemn and attentive audience—there were 


nite in some cases. 
seventeen tents on the ground, and one occu- 


vel I have now been in this Station (Cincinnati) For the Methodist Protestant, 
pied by brother Steward, was C0 feet long. Th better than five weeks, and have made myself as 
fact, it was the most respectable camp-meeting 


well acquainted with the state of things in the The next Quarterly Meeting for Dorchester 
S Circuit, (M 
the largest contribution taken up that was ever! hopes revive. Most aseuredly the Lord is with ' . 
sir in this county. But what is still better, this people. J | of the Conference is expected to be present. 


ed congregations, who took a deep interest in 
our institutions. I was pressed to visit Salem, 


God was with us—tha preaching was effectual] Notwithstanding the mortality of the cholera, 
through God—the congregation was well ac-/and the great number of removals consequent, 
commodated—peace and order were visible in during the past year the increase of the church CHILDREN GOING OUT OF GHURCH. 


every direction, and we feel bound to say, we} has been very considerable. And although not| In most of cities and large villages the wor 
were delighted with the order and decorum ob- 


t favored at present with any very special excite-|ship of God is very needlessly disturbed by 
served by persons from a distance; during the| ment, we have no cause for discouragement, but| children, who are going out of the sanctuary 


meeting some souls were converted,—a good-| much cause of humble gratitude and joy. in the time of service. This onght not so to : 
ly number awakened, and ever since, the work Yours, &c. Joun Crarke. |be. The parents, we apprehend, are more cen- 

of God has been progressing, in fact, souls are surable than the children, because they do not * 
converted at almost every meeting. Brother For the Methodist Protestant, | teach them better, and restrain them. We have 
Twifford has been very successful in his labour, Vy’ t District, Nov. 18, 183 thought that possibly the attendance of children 

there have been 30 or 40 added to our socie- at the Sunday-schoo! before service, and per- 
ty, and there are as many more who are Re-| The Annual Conference for this District will 


ee haps nearly up to the time of its commencing, 
formers,and who will join us—among those who} commence on the last Thursday in January next,| may in part occasion this evil. If this is the 
have united, are some of the most respectable, at Bridport, in Addison County—it will be re-| fact, these schools should be closed so long 
persons in the town. membered, that the Electoral Colledge will then | before the services of God’s house commence, 

On Saturday evening last, brother T. and my-] be constituted, and the Delegates chosen to at-| that the children shall have sufficient time to 
self, attended meeting in Sterling, at brother|tend the General Conference. The Unstationed| rest, and be prepared to stay in church till the 
Botree’s school-house, where I preached from | Ministers, if they intend to have a voice in this| close of service. We hope that parents in this 
these words—“‘Our gospel came not to you in| election, must attend the last quarterly meeting] village will attend to this duty: for the juvenile 
word only, but in power,” &c. After I closed} in each Circuit and Station—it will be well for|disturbers of divine worship are numerous here 
brother T. arose and invited mourners to come} their electors to attend at the said Conference|as well as elsewhere.—We speak from actual 
forward to be prayed for, when about twenty] on the second day of its sitting, that the busi-|observation.—Every child that has sufficient 
accepted the invitation, five of whom, I think,| ness may be transacted with facility. 


ry) mnangoone should be taught that it is unbe- 
professed to find “the pearl of great price,”’ veri- Justus Byineton, President. !'coming to disturb public worship in this map- 
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ner;—and that children should never go out of | 


ehurch during service, unless it is absolutely 
necessary.—Rochester Obs. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


—— 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
A PLAIN STATEMENT OF OUR VIEWS CONCERN- 


ING CLASS LEADERS.—No, 1. 


Mr. Editor,—Let it be distinctly understood, 
that no writer among us has ever asserted, nor 
is it believed, that the ministry should have in- 
dependent authority, either to appoint class 
leaders, or to put them out of olfice. No, Sir; 
we stand upon the fundamental principle of 
Methodist Reformers, that the ministry and 

membership should have mutual rights, and be 

secured in the exercise of a joint authority. On 
this principle we took our stand in the M. E. 
Church ten years ago; and we shall evince no 
consistency, and every little prudence, unless 
we steadily maintain the same ground. 

That it is a part of the office of class leaders 
to represent the membership, is very true; and 
this furaishes a good reason why the classes 
should have a voice in choosing them; but it is 
also a part of their business to act as subordinate 
officers in the general execution of discipline, 
and this furnishes as good a reason why the 
chief executive officers of the government should 
have a voice in their appointment. 

It is no less the dnty.ef a class leatler to re- 

resent the state of his to the Super- 
intendent, than to represent "thé »the lead- 
4 meeting or in the quarterly meeting confer- 
efice. He is to inform the superintendent, not 
oply of those that are sick, but also ‘of those 
who ‘‘need a pastoral necessarily 
implies, that the leader is to take the over-sight 
-of his class, as an executive officer, and to be 
the aid of the superintendent in the general ad- 
migistration. The superintendent is ‘to visit 
all the classes; and see that they are duly and 
properly met by their respective leaders.” Dis- 
cipline page 50. This gives him the general 
oversight of all the members in the circuit or 
station. He is to see that all the classes be 
“duly and properly met, by their respective lead- 
ers." And how is this to be done? ‘Each 
leader shall have the names of all the members 
of his class entered in a book or paper, kept by 
him for the purpose, in which he shall note, 
weekly, the presence or absence of each mem- 
bér, and give each one credit on the book or 

aper for the amount contributed.”’ page 52.— 

ow if a leader neglect all this, and refuse to 
give the superintendent any information con- 
cerning the state of his members, who may need 
a pastoral visit, or any other process of discip- 
line; and the superintendent at the same time 
be devoid of all power to corret the evil, by ex- 
ercising a joint agency in the appointment of a 
better» officer; his superintendency is merely 

- nominal; all his authority over the circuit or sta- 
tion is cut off, and with it, all the executive au- 
thority of the annual conference. 

It is an easy thing to prove, and that too from 
the showing of, Amicus himself, that to deprive 
the superintendent of all agency in the appoint- 
ment of class leaders, is to cut off all his au- 
thority over the circuit .or station. “It is, un- 
questionabiy, the power to make and break 
leaders,’’ says Amicus, ‘‘that gives to the itiner- 
ant ministers of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh 
the entire control of all the circuits and ‘sta- 
tions.’’,. Now from the same premises it will 
follow with equal force, that if the membership 


have all the power “‘to make and break leaders,”’ 


this will give them “the entire control of all the 


circuits and stations:’’ consequently, the execu- 
tive power of the annual conferences is cut off, 
and their superintendents have nothing more 
than the mere name and shadow of authority. 
If this conclusion be not true, it must be be- 
cause the premises of Amicus are incorrect, and 
consequently, that his conclusion is equally in- 
correct, concerning the entire control of the 
itinerant ministers of the Methodist E. Church, 
If power to make and break leaders gives them 
this entire control, the same power will give the 
same control to any other body. 


Perhaps it will be urged that circuits and sta- 
tions ought to have this “entire control.” Then 
it follows, that annual conferences ought to be 
abolished from the Methodist P. Church. For 
them to send officers to the circuits and stations, 
while another body, independent of them, has 
“the entire control,’ is an empty farce, beneath 
the dignity of intelligent christians. 


Now it only remains to inquire, whether it be 
possible for this power to be shared between 
different orders of the church, so that they may 
exercise a joint authority. Some of our breth- 
ren appear to think this is impossible. Nomi 
nation is hooted at; and they can see no me- 
dium between giving the ministry part of the 
power, and giving them all. Then if they are 
to have no part, does it not follow with the evi- 
dence of demonstration, that the lay members 
have all?’ If so, it seems we must simply 
choose whether we will belong to a church, 
whose ministry has all the power, orto one 
whose private membership has al/ the power.— 
And did Methodist Reformersin the days of the 
Wesleyan Repository orthe Mutual Rights,real- 
ly understand that this was the single point of 
dispute between the parties? No: such a dream 
never entered into their imagination; and the 
late pretensions, against which we have now to 
contend, are a thorough departure from the solid 
ground originally occupied by Methodist Re- 
formers. 


Far be it from me to advocate “a preponder- 
ance of power on the part of any one order.” 
This is the very thing which I oppose. The 
power ought to be so distributed, that one order 
could never act independent/y of the other. But 
if the laity have the sole authority to ‘‘make and 
break leaders,”’ they not only have ‘‘a prepon- 
derance of power,” but are by Amicus himself 
clearly proved to have “the entire contro};’’ that 
is, to hold in their independent hands, all the 
executive authority of the church. Of course 
‘this would make the superintendents mere cy- 
phers, and exclude the ministry from all execu- 
tive authority in the stations and circuits.” It 
would form a complete congregationa! system. 
And as each class would have sovereign author- 
ity in the stations, each could resolve that its 
leader shall not go either to leader’s meeting or 
to quarterly conference; thus it appears, that not 
annual conferences alone, but all other official 
and executive bodies in the church, may be 
abolished by the sovereign people. The same 
constitution which supports quarterly meeting 
conferences, sustains equally the executive au- 
thority of annual conferencs; and the laity have 
no more right to destroy the latter, than the 
yformer- If they are adequate to nullify the acts 
of annual conferences, (as some of them have 
recently done) they are equally competent to do 
away quarterly meeting conferences, and every 
other constituted body in the church. In this 


all over the country; and’eVery class would pos- 


sess the high sovereignty of all legislative, jadi- 
ciary and executive power, in its own indepen- 
dent hands. This, it seems, is democratic liber. 
ty! If this is to be the final settlement of the 
Methodist Protestant Church, there is probably 
not an intelligent minister or member in her 
communion, who would not rather go back to 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, with all her 
present powers, than to sustain such a scheme 
| of proud, imbecile, and unchristian corruption. 


As wholesome government requires that pow- 
er be divided and distributed, so it does, that 
responsibility should be so, in the same propor: 
tfon. Amicus states explicitly, that class lead- 
ers are responsible to different bodies in the 
church; but according to him, there is no re- 
sponsibility to the annual conferences, through 
the medium of their executive officers. Their 
officers are to have no share of the power,either 
‘to make or to break classleaders.” That they 
ought to have merely a share in this power, is all 
that I contend for. Let the classes have the 
prerogative to elect leaders; but let the superin- 
tendent have the right of nomination. Let the 
quarterly meeting conferences have authority to 
break leaders; and give the superintendents no 
more than the privilege ‘‘to arrest” them,in case 
of delinquency, or in other words, the power of 
impeachment. 


How far the superintendent’s right of nomi- 
nation should extend, whether to three, five, or 
seven, remains for the general conference to de- 
termine; but even if the classes should have 
power to reject all his nominations, and to elect 
a leader independently of them, still his mght to 
nominate would be of vast importance to the 
general welfare of the church. And why? for 
these two reasons: first, in nine instances outof 
ten, the classes would have sufficient confidence 
in him, to elect some one of his nominations; 
and secondly, his right to nominate would pre- 
vent officious demagogues from doing the same 
thing, to the great injury of the church. Beas- 
sured, if you deprive your superintendents of 
the right of nomination, others will assume that 
authority, and will exercise it with all the cor- 
rupt intrigue of ‘‘electioneering,”’ and it will not 
be long before the church will find cause to de- 
plore her want of confidence in the constituted 
oficers of the annual conferences. If you re- 
fuse to give an adequate lawful power to your 
officers, the lawless power will be assumed, to 
do the same thing; and the very reason why li- 
bertine anarchists are unwilling that well defin- 
ed executive power should be given to lawful 
officers, is that they may have the privilege to 
seize upon and exercise it, without law, and 
without responsibility. They will govern the 
people with all the force of lawless despotism; 
and all the while will make a loud and empty 
out-cry in favor of democratic liberty. They 
give out, in strong and confident langoage, that 
they are the only friends of the people: the de- 
luded people take them at their word; glory in 
them as their patriotic leaders; and find at last, 
when it is too late, that they have sold their li- 
berty, for fear of having it guarded and protect- 
ed, by the wholesome provisions of law. For 
the people to be vigilant and cautious to pre- 
serve their rights and liberties, is highly neces- 
sary; but mankind will yet be convinced, if stub- 
born facts have not already produced the con- 
viction, that a simple democracy is as destruc- 
tive of human happiness, as a simple monarchy. 
All safety depends upon a due balance of power; 


}way we would have little squads of legislators 


and happy will it be for us, if this medium shall 
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be consistently and steadily pursued, by the 
Methodist Protestant Church. 

The Convention established annual confer- 
ences, as the first executive bodies in the con- 
nexion. These bodies are authorized to exe- 
cute discipline, through the agency of their con- 
stituted officers; but if these officers, when, they 

o to: their circuits and stations, find other bodies 
clothed with power entirely independent of them, 
they find the government cut in two; and har- 
mony of official action will be utterly sinpos- 
sible. These officers, it is true, ought to be 
limited and checked in their power; and it is this 
exactly for which we contend. We say, let 
other bodies of the church have a joint authori- 
ty with them, and we shall have liberty, securi- 
ty, and a consistency of administration; but if 
subordinate bodies, whether classes or quarterly 
meeting conferences, possess authority to act 
independently of them, this would be an anomaly 
in government, having absurdity stamped upon 
the face of it. ‘The chief officers would find 
themselves thwarted at every point; would either 
be cyphers, or else mere tools of surrounding 
masters, while the authority of annual confer- 
ences would be a ridiculous shadow, calculated 
to sink the whole church into contempt. A 
class leader, it seems, may neglect all his execu: 
tive duties, may set the superintendent at de- 
fiance, and yet the sovereign people are to have 
independent and uncontrolable power to sustain 
him in his lawless assumptions. An annual 
conference may ‘form stations and circuits,” 
and a quarterly conference can afterwards re- 
model the whole, enlarge or diminish them as 
they please, while the officer of the annual con- 
ference is to remain perfectly powerless in the 
whole matter! He is commissioned by the an- 
nual conference, and yet must immediately go 
forth with tame submission, and surrender him- 
self into the service of other masters! These 
matters are not to be concealed; and if they be 
adhered to with tenacity, the community ought 
to know where it is that a desire for the mastery 
and the inordinate love of power resides. Hon- 
est statements, and fair reasoning, will do no 
harm to any body in existence; and I trust that 
due explanations, and calm reflection, will yet 
bring brother Amicus and myself to see eye to 
eye upon these matters. BartTImevs. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Mr. Editor,—The Rev. Willis Harris, Presi- 
dent of the North Carolina Annual Conference 
District, and one or two anonymous writers,have 
called on Peter, one of your correspondents, to 
correct “one small mistake’ in his review (page 
292 Methodist Protestant) of ‘‘a string of reso- 
lutions” passed by some half dozen official mem- 
bers, at a quarterly conference in North Caroli- 
na. The correction would have been made long 
ere this, but Peter conceived it unnecessary, as 
those writers had, in their own communications, 
corrected the error. It is now known to all 
your readers, that the resolutions in question, 
were not passed by the quarterly conference of 
the Guilford Circuit, but that of Roanoke. 


It appears that the mover and adopters of the 
Roanoke resolutions are not pleased with Pe- 
ter’s brief review of their work. This he can- 
not help. It did appear to him a duty he owed 
to the Methodist Protestant Church, to transfix 
and expose those ‘‘obnoxious resolutions.”’ The 
doctrines advanced, and the proposals submitted 
by them, are at variance with the Constitution; 
revolutionary in their character; subversive of 
our highly valued institutions in their tenden- 


) 


cies; and decidedly hostile to the views and 
wishes of ninety-nine hundredths of our fellow- 
ship. The convention of 1830 fixed the period 
for assembling the first general conference at 
the short term of three and a half years, not 
with the design to give to those who were dis- 
satisfied with the doings of the Convention, an 
early opportunity to destroy the system, and in- 
troduce a new one in its stead; but to supply, as 
early as possible, the deficiencies of discipline 
that time and practice might point out. But the 
obvious designs of the authors of the resolutions 
are, to destroy the entire system, and introduce in 
ils stead a species of congregationalism. This 
is evident from the facts, that the resolutions re- 
ject the authority of the general conference over 
the annual conferences, and the authority of the 
annual conferences over the circuits and sta- 
tions. They recommend the abolition of the 
office of superintendent, and that it be made 
obligatory on the class leaders to perform the 
duties thereof, connected solely with their re- 
spective churches. - They contend for the sover- 
eignty and independence of each church or so- 
ciety, with full power to make all rules and reg- 
ulations necessary and proper for its own welfare. 
The eighth resolution directs, ‘‘that a copy of 
these resolutions be sent to the other circuits in 
the district, requesting their concurrence’”— 
doubtless, with the design to induce the North 
Carolina annual conference to embark in the vi- 
sionary enterprise of destroying the labours of 
the Convention, and consequently the fair pros- 
pects of the Methodist Protestants in that State, 
for the sole purpose of gratifying the views and 
purposes of a hand full of dissatisfied brethren, 
in and about Roanoke Circuit. 

The official members present at the Roanoke 
Quarterly Conference, should have been the last 
men in North Carolina to deny the authority of 
the Constitution, or to assail its provisions; for 
a majority of them were present at the North 
Carolina annual conference of 1831, which 
adopted the Constitution, and they voted in the 
affirmative. They also should have been the 
last men to oppose the superintendency of Ju- 
niors; for they sat the example at the first annual 
conference under the Constitution, by placin 
juniors in charge of the circuits. All of which 
the following extract from the minutes of that 
Conference will fully prove. 

‘‘On motion of Brother Grant,the Constitution 
of the Methodist Protestant Church, after being 
read, was adopted, with but one dissenting 
voice.’ | 


“Resolved, That the Conference now proceed 
to the election of a President for the ensuing 
year, whereupon the Rev. William W. Hill,was 
elected.” 


‘Resolved, That the Conference now proceed 
to receive, by vote, such ministers and preach- 
ers, as come properly recommended to this Con- 
ference, who may be efficiently employed as Itin- 
erant Ministers, whereupon brothers John F. 
Speight, Alson Gray, and Samuel J. Harris, were 
received.” 


By the first resolution it will be seen that the’ 
constitution, established by the Convention 
which ceded all necessary power to legislate for 
the whole church, ‘‘was adopted with but one 
dissenting voice.’’ Now we ask, if every annua! 
conference in the Methodist Protestant Church 
is not under law to the constitution it has adopt- 
ed by a solemn, and almost unanimous vote?— 
The Roanoke Circuit being a part of the North 
Carolina annual Conference had a greater num- 


ber of members present than the Guilford cir- 


cuit, (there being but two circuits in the confer- 
ence) and, of cousse, is under the greater moral 
obligation to render prompt obedience to the 
constitution she voluntary adopted, and espe+ 
cially the official members of the Roanoke quar- 
ly conference, for a majority of them, accord- 
ing to the minutes, were present and voted in 
the affirmative. Brother John F. Bellamy, the 
author of those obnoxious and revolutionary re- 
solutions, was also present as a delegate, and 
doubtless voted for the adoption of the consti- 
tution, as the instrument conveying power to 
legislate; but which he now says, ‘‘never did 
nor never can give any power to the churches, 
nor does it give any to the general conference!!”’ 


By the third ‘resolution, it is obvious, that 
those very men, who adopted the constitution, 
actually employed as Itinerant ‘‘ministers’’ (not 
as preachers only) Brothers John F. Speight, 
Alson Gray and Samuel J. Harris. Here it is 
seen, according to their own act they recognised 
unordained preachers as ‘‘ministers;"’ and in pur- 
suance of this resolution, they assigned those 
brethren the following appointments:—“ Roa- 
noke Circuit, John F. Speight, SUPERINTENDENT, 
Samuel Harris, Assistant 
Alson Gray, 
strange that after these acts, Brother Bellamy, 
and others who assisted, should protest so vee 
hemently against junior superintendents? They 
should have been the last men in North Caroli- 
na, to raise a clamour against the constitution, 
and the appointment of juniors, as they adopted 
the one, and appointed the others, 


It is not here argued that the aet of the an- 
nual conference was constitutional; it was the 
reverse. The constitution does not authorise 
any annual conference to appoint unordained 
preachers as superintendents. The necessities 
of the case required that those juniors should 
fill the offices and appointments assigned them; 
and the junior brethren deserve great credit 
for stepping forward to fill those appointments 
which were declined by the senior brethren. The 
error lies with the conference. When the ap- 
pointments were made, the junior brethren 
should have been immediately ordained, aecord+ 


8 | ing to the provision made by the Convention, 


page 45, head “Annual Conference.’ Item 12. 


preachers may be elected to deacon’s orders, 
and deacons to elder’s orders, without regard to 
time, provided they possess the requisite quali- 
fications,”’ | | 

Peter has but a slight personal acquaintance 
with any of the Roanoke brethren, has received 
no private information from any of them, and 
has no wish to array them against each other. 
All the information he possesses is found in the 
pages of the Protestant; and presumes, he has 
a right, in common, to review any thing there 
mtn public, and also to request any writer to 
explain his meaning, that he may be more dis- 
tinctly understood. Here then he will take oc- 
casion, respectfully, to ask Bro. W. Ws Hill, 
what he does mean in the following passage of 
his late communication—"I said then, and‘d sa 
still, that the rights of our senior ministry, 


supremacy and dictation’’—and what ministers 
he conceives to be seniors—~and what he con- 
ceives to be ‘‘the official rights and labours of our 
senior ministers.” | 
One word more, by way of conclusion. Bro. 
J. F. Bellamy, in his very long paper, has given 
himself unnecessary trouble by entering ito a 
laboured argument 'to prove, that the oke 


’—‘‘Guilford Circuit, 
Is it not, 


‘In cases of missions, and similar necessities, — 


never will compromit to any scene of juvenile — 
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quarterly conference has a right to “instruct her 
delegates.’’ He employs nearly a column of the 
Protestant to shew that this is a reserved right, 
which ‘‘the Roanoke quarterly conference have 
never ceded.”’ Now the fact is, this is not a 
reserved right, but a declared right, found in the 
fourth elementary principle, and secured in the 
tenth article of the Constitution to every indivi- 
dual in the church, and consequently, to any 
number of them who may be disposed to use it 
in a becoming manner. The right to express 
our opinion, views and wishes, either by speech, 
the press, or through any other medium we may 
select, is declared in the constitution to be the 
es of every minister and member in the 
ethodist Protestant Church. This error of 
Brother, Bellamy, and many others equally great, 
goes to prove, that some of the brethren who 
write long essays, &c. have not made them- 
selves acquainted with the things whereof they 
affirm. PETER. 
For the Methodist Protestant 


Mr. Editor,—Is it the privilege of Chris- 
tians to attain holiness? In other words, to love 
the Lord with all our hearts—souls—minds— 
and strength, and our neighbours as ourselves? 
Ifso, are we ardently praying and studiously 
living to acquire this heavenly attainment? 
Many of us have lived too long on the surface 
. of nominal Christianity, if I may so term it.— 
* When do we intend to plunge us into the 
ocean of soul-renewing and transforming mer- 
cy?—God the Fathe n and Holy Spirit, are 
ready.—This ocean of redeeming love has. long 
been before us—W hy do we halt,—why hesitate 
or faulter. There are heights and depths, and 
lengths and breadths, in the religion of Christ 
we profess. Then why not know and enjoy 
them? Has not our blessed Saviour said, that 


the Father of mercies is more willing to give] 


the Holy Spirit to his children, than we are to 
give good gifts to ours? 

O let us find that communion with God which 
the ancients enjoyed, and which enabled them 
to triumph in dens of lions, and in the fiery fur- 
nace of persecution! 

Ecclesiastical government is one thing, but 
the power of religion in the soul is another. If 
we enjoy the latter, we shall be the better en- 
abled to appreciate the former.—-On the contrary, 
we may trouble ourselves greatly about the for- 
mer; and if found destitute of the latter, we 
shall spend our years in vexation, and end our 
lives in sorrow. | 

There is nothing like the life of God in the 
soul of man.—It is a sovereign balm for every 
wound, and a cordial for every fear, What 
avails it to have what we call religious liberty, 
unless we are made free from sin by the power 
and grace of Christ? 

May the Great Head of the church set all our 
souls at perfect liberty faom the law of sin, and 
enable us to perfect holiness in the fear of the 
Lord. A Methodist Reformer. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


_ Mr. Editor,—If every member of our church 
would most sincerely and earnestly engage at 
once in the service of God, what a glorious re- 
vival of religion should we witness! 

. Readers of the Methodist Protestant! we 
address ourselves to you, and say, if you will 
each now embark most decidedly in doing all 
the good you can in the world, to the bodies and 
the souls of those in your immediate neigh- 
bourhood; it will not be very long before-you 


Pd 
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shall see a great moral change pass over the 
face of your friends and acquaintance. 
Will you unite with the writer to obtain a 
deeper experience in the things of God? The 
time is mc when the praises of our 


babes. Qh let us live in full prospect of this 
blessed epoch! Ministers of the sanctuary! 
members of the fellowship of the saints! let us 
never rest until we see the salvation of our God 
going forth as a lamp that burneth brightly, 
until we see sinners converted by hundreds, and 
saints joyful in the Lord. 

A Member of the Church. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Mr. Editor,—One of my neighbours says it 
is perfectly right, according to the constitution 
and discipline, that the superintendent should 
make out a list of such preachers as he chooses 
to fill the pulpits in our houses of worship, 
otherwise they would not be filled 

Anotber says that this is contrary to the con- 
stitution and discipline,because the superintend- 
ent cannot compel the preachers to fill them; 
and if he could he might select a favored few 
only for that purpose. 

Another says that the constitution is explicit 
on the subject, and that it is the exclusive pre- 
rogative of the Quarterly Conference, not only 
to make out a plan of appointments, but also 
to designate the preachers who are to fill them. 
Now it is my opinion, that this matter ought to 
be placed in such a light and phraseology, that 
he that runs may read.—Will our representa- 
tives to General Conference attend to this part 
of their business? 


RELIGIOUS. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of 
God.” Heb. iv. 9. 


That our rest is not in this state of existence, 
is clearly demonstrated, not only by the word of 


God, but by our daily experience; each suc- 


ceeding day brings along with it its cares, its 
toils and pains. We are not entirely without a 
measure of rest even in this life, that typifies 
that glorious and eternal rest that is laid up in 
heaven for the faithful; we rest in hope of one 
day overcoming every obstacle that impedes our 
rest here, and gaining that blest haven of un- 
changing rest purchased for ns at so great a 
price. ‘‘We are to be tossed to and fro (us one 
observes) on this sea of glass and fire a little 
longer:”? and with many of us the time is very 
near when our most ardent desires for the man- 
sions of perfect rest, and love, and peace, and 
holiness, which Jesus has gone to prepare for 
us, shall be fully realized. The near approxi- 
mation of the object of our hope should lead us 
to shake off all our feelings of irresolution and 
indecision, and incite us to zeal and activity in 
the great cause of truth. What we do for God 
or our fellow creatures, must be done in life; 
hence the command, ‘‘work while it is day, the 
night cometh when no man can work.”” The 
short space of time that remains for us is a di- 
rect appeal to the hope of the christian, which 
is one of the most quick and active principles 
of the soul. . We are reminded we have passed 
over part of our most difficult journey; that we 
have alreedy surmoneted many of the difficul- 
ites in the way,—many painful scenes are to us 


for ever past, and that soon the final termina- 


Immanuel will be perfected from the mouths of 


tion of them all will come, and we enter into 
the enjoyment of that: long wished and sighed 
for rest, that remains for the people of God. 

While here, so many things conspire to inter- 
rupt our rest, such a consecution of events in- 
tervenes between us and the desire of our souls, 
that it is through great grace we are enabled to 
overcome and escape the pollutions of an un- 
godly world, and keep a steady march towards 
the heavenly land. e are liable equally with 
others, to all the evils and afflictions incident.to 
fallen natures. For all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God, therefore says Job, 
‘there is but one event to the righteous and to 
the wicked.” 


While here, we are often disappointed in our 
plans, and embarrassed in our circumstances 
and sometimes reduced when least apprehen- 
sive, from sufficiency or affluence, to abject 
want and penury; or like our blessed Lord, 
whose ‘“‘kingdom is not of this world.” We may 
have been born in poverty, and pass through our 
whole lives in want, depending on the cold 
charities of our friends. But if we are rich in 
faith, our wants however induced, or however 

reat, will leave us at the grave. Blessed be 
God, we shall then be put in possession of that 
inheritance our great 
things are yours.” 


While here, we are subject to many bodily 
infirmities, the forerunners of death, which many 
times press down the spirits, and occasions a 
stupor to come over our minds; a cloud inter- 
venes between us and our dear Saviour, and the 
language of our heart is, ‘Oh tell me where I 
shall.find them whom my soul loveth.” We 
feel God has withdrawn the light of his counte- 
nance and left us in darkness. But when re- 
leased from all these painful anxieties how sweet 
will be that rest that shall for ever free not only 
our souls, but this frail tabernacle of clay alsos 
the inhabitants of heaven shall no more say, 
“T am sick.” 

While here, we are often called to witness the 
fading bloom and withering strength of our near 
and dear friends, and at length the anguish of a 
separation. Who of us but has the painful 
emotion thrill through our inmost souls, as we 
have consigned all that remained of what ne 
ture or affection could endear, to the dark, and 
cold, and silent tomb; but to that state of rest 
end felicity to which we are fast verging, the 
union of the ‘just made perfect,”’ cannot be 
broken; it is indissoluble, death has no power 
there. ‘Becanse,’’ says the blessed Jesus, “I 
live, ye shall live also.”’ 

While here, our failings are manifold, and our 
“good, evil spoken of” by those who watch for 
our halting, and our dearest and best friends, 
through misapprehension or some other cause, 
often grieve us at the very heart. But the 
whisper of suspicion cannot mar our peace Dor 
poison the atmosphere in that eternal haven of 
rest, where the happiness of each is the happi- 
ness of all; where one bond of love unites, and 
one sentiment pervades the whole. 

While here, a cloud overshadows our minds 
as we look abroad and see a world bound in 
heathenish darkness, bowing down to dumb 
idols; and where the gospel has reflected its 
light, we see so few brought under its saving 
influence: so many of our friends slaves to 5810, 
led wiling captives by the grand enemy. 
how often we are led to exclaim with the pro- 
phet, ‘rivers of water run down mine eyes, be 
cause men kept’ not thy law;” or with the 
Psalmist, “I beheld the transgressors, and was 


aster has promised; “All 
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grieved; because they kept not thy word.” But 
in the holy city of rest, the New’ Jerusalem, 
“the wicked cease from troubling and the weary 
soul shall be at rest.’ 


While here, we groan, being burdened under 
a sense of our unfaithfulness to God and our 
fellow creatures. Our undue attachment to this 
world, often unfit us for the holy duties en- 
joined on us as the disciples of Jesus, interrupt 
our communion with God, and hinder our souls 
em after more of the height of perfect 
love. But when free from all that binds to earth, 
and past that which separates the sinner from 
the outer court, we stand before the throne of 
God, clothed with the emblems of purity, and 
with the ensigns of victory and triumph. 
Blessed be God! we shall then comprehend 
what no finite mind can,—‘an exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory:’’ then shall we be lost 
in the immensity of that refulgent blaze which 
Moses saw in the bush, which directed the Is- 
raelites in a pillar by night; which shone from 
between the cherubims, so by reason of its re- 
fulgence, the priests could not stand to minister, 
“for the glory of the Lord had filled the house 
of the Lord;” and which, blessed be God, has 
been a lamp to our feet, and a light to our path 
to guide us safe home, and it will forever encir- 
cle us, as we stretch towards Deity, with an 
heighth and depth, and length and breadth, 
which our expanding powers will never be able 
to explore. 


While in this state of probation, we are ex- 
posed to afflictions so numerous, and so various, 
that it is impossible to recount them all, but 
among all, none touches so tender a point asa 
separation of pure friendship and christian fel- 
lowship with brethren united by the same bond 
that binds holy angels, cherubim and seraphim, 
with all the heavenly hosts, together; and all to 
the throne of God. We often think that friend- 
ship runs so pure, and in such copious and un- 
broken streams, it cannot be turned aside; but 
alas! the same enemy that entered heaven and 
paradise, not unfrequently enters the church of 
God, and he is too successful in dividing, tear- 
ing, and distracting it, no matter in what form 
he comes, so long as he gets in among the peo- 
ple of God; better would it be if he came as an 
open foe, than as an angel of light; he separates 
the most endearing friendship, and not unfre- 
quently scatters a society, once united and hap- 

y, to the four winds of heaven. Oh sin! what 
hast thou done? Great Saviour of thy people, 
cut the man of sin short in righteousness, and 
save thy sheep and lambs from the enemy. The 
spirit of the beast that poured forth a flood after 
the woman, dwells in the hearts of the child- 
ren of men at the present day. Oh Thou whose 
potent arm alone is able to deliver, and chain 
the monster sin! let thy gospel go forth with 

wer, and be glorified in the salvation of mil-. 

ions who now sit undisturbed within the castle 
of the strong man; and may we soon hail the 
glad day, when evangelical truth shall awaken 
such an unconquerable attachment, and kindle 
such an undying flame, that every heart, subdued 
by its influences, shall rest not, until all nations 
shall be brought under its saving influence. 


My dear brethren of the Methodist Protest- 
ant Church, believing the cry has gone out 
from professing christians, as well as from an 
ungodly world, ‘“‘Prophecy not unto us rough 
things, but smooth things;” therefore be en- 
tréated this once, to permit one, the feeblest 
and humblest of all, to address you with great 


plainness of speech, in the name of the Great 
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Judge who sitteth on the great white throne, 
and whose very look is to dissolve a universe, 
and before whose presence you and I must soon 
appear. Qh! let us consider and examine the 
motives of our hearts. As the professed folow- 
ets of the humble Jesus, we stand on an emi- 
nence; but do we exemplify by our daily walk, 
that we are sincere, that our hearts are honest, 
that we really possess the spirit of the gospel, 
which is in its very nature “good will to men.” 
Are our motives pure? Is our daily cry to God, 
‘How can I best gloriy my Creator, and build 
up the interest of his kingdom? What method 
can I best take to get precious souls converted 
to God? -Areany of his dear children grieved 
or afflicted? How can I best comfort and bind 
up the wounded spirit?”’ Oh let us take the ex- 
hortation home to our own bosoms, and hearts, 
and look about us, and if we see one we have in 
any way been instrumental in driving from the 
church and table of the Lord, let us leave our 
“gift before the altar,” and if we have but one 
hour more to live, Oh let that hour be spent in 
repairing the wrongs we have done. And may 
the spirit of David possess all our hearts, when 
he “‘lifted up his eyes and saw the angel of the 
Lord stand between the earth and heaven, hav- 
ing a drawn sword in his hand stretched out 
over Jerusalem;” and David said unto God, 
‘Is it not I who have commanded the people 
to be numbered, even I it is that have sinned 
and done this evil indeed; but as for these 
sheep, what have they done? Let thine hand 
[ pray thee, O Lord my God, be on me and my 
father’s house, but not on thy people.” That 
this spirit may possess all our hearts, who have 
in any way been instrumental in bringing trouble 
on the church of Christ, prays your unworthy 
though sincere and humble servant. 

| A Patron. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


A sketch of a Sermon preached by the Rev. John 
ist Protestant Church, in 


Dale, in the Meth 
Hanover, West Boston. 


[Mr. Dale is an excellent man, and a sonnd/ 


and valuable preaciier. He never aims to shine, 
but he never fails to please and edify the sincere 
Christian; and he has endeared himself to his 
people. I could wish to see him disengaged 
from all temporal anxieties and avocations, and 
giving himself entirely to the ministry; and I 
have nu doubt that he would do much good 
wherever he might labour. I have heard him 
preach many times, and have always been pleas- 
ed with him. Mr. Editor, why is it that some 
preachers are doomed to obscurity, while their 
inferiors, in every sense of the. word, are exalt- 
ed? I esteem the man who is dearest to the 
dying; and when a most excellent lady, on her 
death bed, a few days ago, said, “I want to hear 
some of Bro. Dale’s good prayers,” sbe gave 
him the highest praise that earthly tongues can 
give.—A hearer. | 


“ He that hath the Son hath life.’’—1 John, 5, 12. 


The author of these words was particularly 
interested in the character to whom they apply. 
He is emphatically styled ‘‘the disciple whom ri 
sus loved.’’ The words of the text are applica- 
ble to Christ, and to none else, as is evident 
from what he says in John 1, 12—I am the 
light of the world; he that followeth me shall 


not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of 


life.’ There was ua close intimacy between 
John and the Saviour, as is evident from his 
leaning on his bosom, a token of the closest 


friendship, from which friendship we may well — 
suppose that he knew the Saviour’s mind and 
character, and was enabled to’ write—‘'He that 
hath the Son hath lije.” | 
In discoursing from these words, I shall offer 
a few observations on what is implied in ‘‘hav- 
ing Christ,” and on the benefits resulting there- 


, First. What is implied in having Christ? 
"The word ‘‘have” generally implies an exclu- 
sive right of only one possessor, as "I have a 
book,’’ “I have a field,” &c. But, blessed be 
God! it cannot be said exclusively—"'I have 
Christ.” And why biess God for this? Why? 
because if any one else had him, then I could 
not, and if I had him, not one of you could have 
him. There must, therefore, be some other 
sense in which we can have Christ, and it con- 
sists in having a knowledge of, and interest in 
him, and in having the mind that was in him. 

I. In having a knowledge of Christ. 

There are various things belonging to Christ 
which we are not able to comprehend fully,and, 
probably, never shall be; such as the mysterious 
union of the Deity and humenity—his incarna- 
tion—his power to raise himself from the dead; 
with many other things belonging to his nature 
and offices. But there is a knowledge of Christ © 
which can be attained, and this relates to the 
character he sustains as Saviour—the office he 
fills as Mediator—and the character he will as- 
sume as Judge of the world. | 

1. Of the character he sustains as Saviour. 

He is just such a Saviour as we stand in need 
of. We have violated the righteous laws of 
God, and thereby incurred his displeasure, and 
the curse denounced against every transgres- 
sor, and to satisfy the claim of Divine justice, 
and save us from the curse of the law, he flew 
on the wings of divine mercy from the realm of 


| glory-—-became ‘‘a man of sorrows and acquaint- 


ed with grief’’—‘‘was despised and rejected of 
men’’—and finally accomplished his designs by 
expiring un the cross. 

2. Of the office he fills as Mediator. 

We have not only transgressed the righteous 
laws of our Maker, but we are incapable of fu- 
ture obedience; so that one to intercede on Our 
behalf is indispensably nocessary. Aud here it 
may be observed, that our Saviour, having suffer- 
ed, bled, and died on the cross to satisfy the 
claims of relentless justice, he rose from the 
dead—made it manifest by many certain proofs 
that he was the Son of God, with power—went 
up into heaven and sat down on the right hand 
of his Father, that he might intercede for us for- 
ever. So saith the Apostle. “This man,because 
he continueth ever, hath an unchangable priest- 
hood. Wherefore he is able to save them to the 
uttermost who come unto God by him, seeing 
he ever liveth to make intercession for them.” 


3. Of the character he will assume as Judge 
of the world. | 

‘‘To this end was he born, and for this cause 
came he into the world.” ‘God hath oppoint- 
ed a day in which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by that man whom he hath or- 
dained, whereof he hath given assurance to all 
men in that he hath raised him from the, dead.”’ 
He will be my Judge. I know that I shall have 
to stand before the tribunal of God, and give an 
account of the deeds which I have done, wheth- 
er they be good or bad, aud receive from hima 
sentence which will raise me to the joys and 
celestial pleasures at his right hand, or sink me 
into the regions of darkness and despair for 
ever. 
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If. But having 
interest in him. | 

A wicked man may have a clear and compre- 
hensive view of all this knowledge, and yet be 
destitute of any interest in Christ. This know- 
ledge will then avail him nothing. In vain is it 
for you to boast a knowledge of any useful art, 
for unless you practice it, it willdo you no good. 
So unless you have an interest in Christ as Sa- 
viour and Intercessor, you are no better for your 
knowledge of him. You may boast of your su- 
perior attainments in knowledge,and pride your- 
selves on account of your exalted views of his 
heavenly character; but ‘‘except ye repent ye 
shall all likewise perish.” ‘And besides all 
this, giving all diligence, add to your faith vir- 
tue, and to virtue, knowledge,and to knowledge, 
temperance, and to temperance, patience, and 
to patience, brotherly kindness, and to brotherly 
kindness, charity,” without which, you cannot 
have an interest in Christ. 


III. Having Christ implies also having the 
mind of Christ. 

To become a disciple of Christ, is to become 
his follower. This our Saviour plainly taught. 
“If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow 
me.’ We must go out into the world expect- 
ing to meet with opposition and various kinds of 
suffering; ‘‘for even hereunto were we called, 
because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us 
an example that we should follow his steps; who 
did no sin, nor Was guile found in his mouth; 
who when he was reviled, reviled not again, but 
committed himself to him that judgeth righteous- 
ly.’ ‘Let this mind be in you, which was also 
in Christ Jesus.’”’ Can you patiently suffer re- 
proach for the sake of the gospel, still holding 
on your way? Can you rejoice in the good done 
by others, as if it were done by reuenelfane not 
envy? Are you free from pride when God pros- 
pers your labours? Unless you can honestly and 
truly answer these questions in the affirmative, 
you are destitute of the mind of Christ. 


Secondly. The benefits resulting from thus hav- 
ing Christ. 

‘He that hath the Son hath life.” The life 
that we now live is a life of sorrow, vexation, 
and pain, to every unregenerate child of the 
fall; but the having of Christ, in the sense here 
explained, refines the enjoyments of this life — 
raises us into an element truly spiritual—and 
gives us a foretaste of the life to come. 
|. It refines the enjoyments of this life. 

- The comforts of this life can afford but little 
enjoyment of themselves. They are, it is true, 
designed for the use of man, but their great Au- 
thor can extract from them every enjoyment.— 
Without his approbation, we can enjoy nothing 
that we possess. We may live a life of the 
greatest extent, and yet know nothing of the 
enjoyments of life. Without Christ, whatever 
“we may possess of this world’s good, we are 
destitute of enjoyment; but to have Christ in the 
above sense, gives every comfort fresh pleasure. 
The nature of man is such, that with sensual 
indulgence he can never be happy. His in- 
stinclive grasp is after happiness, and this can 
be found only in the garden of his soul. His 
happiness must be of a mental and spiritual na- 
ture. Such enjoyments will refine those of sense 
by checking their excesses, and ‘‘make us meet 
for the inheritance of the life to come.” 


raises us into an element truly spiritual. 
Spiritual enjoyments are the most refined that 
mankind are capable of. Several qualifications, 
when lawful, are not without their pleasure, but 


Christ implies also having, an 


when indulged to excess, they are vanity and| 


vexation of spirit. But to become possessors of 
spiritual enjoyments, we must hold close com- 
munion with God, the Father of Spirits, who 
requires to be worshipped in spirit and in truth. 
A soul living under even a moderate share of 
the favour of God, is enabled thereby not only 
to bear with ease the difficulties of life, and to 
encounter dangers which, in themselves, would 
appear truly frightful, but in the very midst of 
them, it enjoys that delightful sunshine which 
lights it on to perfect safety and peace. Such a 
soul, not.all the powers of earth and hell can 
disturb, Let winds of temptation, and storms 
of persecution rise; let the swelling billows of 
adversity and sorrow break over it; they spend 
their rage for naught—in the confidence of eter- 
nal security, it can say—‘I am persuaded that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor heigat nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate me from 


the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus my 
Lord.”’ 


3. It gives us a foretaste of the life to come. 


Oh! my Christian friends, how often have we 
experienced this! Were such feelings capable 
of being defined or described, and had I the 
power of doing it, 1 would paint them in the 
brightest and most delightful colouring; but this 
transcends all my skill. Could I go up into 
heaven and learn the language of Paradise,—or, 
as an Apostle says, ‘‘speak with all tongues of 
men and angels,’’ even then would language 
fail me. I can only say, that you have come to 
the house of God, feeling sensible that you need 
the pardoning grace of Christ; and while the 
man of God has offered up the prayer of faith, 
the heavens. have opened,—the streams of glory 
have descended,—your minds have been made 
free,—you have felt a portion of that happiness 
which the saints enjoy above,—you have thought 
that you could not be more happy,—you have 
desired with the Psalmist to have the wings of 
a dove that you might fly away to perfect, eter- 
nal rest. He that hath the Son hath life eternal 
continually springing up in his soul, and is pa- 
tiently waiting for that grace which is to be 
brought unto him at the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 

REMARKS, 


The end and aim of the Apostles’ preaching 
was that believers should be comforted—that 
they should be built up in faith—and that they 
should be made meet for the inheritance ef the 
saints in light. ‘These things have I written 
unto you that believe, that ye may know that ye 
have eternal life.” | 

The words of the text will serve for self-ex- 
amination. Have I an intimate knowledge of 
Christ, as the Saviour?—Have I experienced a 
death unto sin, and a new life unto righteous- 
ness? Have I the image of God formed within 
me?— have I the witness of the Spirit bearing 
witness with my spirit? Brethren, these are 
points of vast importance. Have I a knowledge 
of the office he fills as Mediator? Can I say I 
have an edrocala wih the Father, Jesus Christ. 
the Righteous? Have [ a knowledge of the char- 
acter he will assume as Judge of the world?-—: 


‘pear, then shall I also appear with him in glory? 


May we all have the Son, that we may all have 
life.—Aimen. 


| God has the same knowledge, inspection,and 


Can I say, when Christ who is my life:shall ap-~| 


care of every one, as if there were-but one. 


MISCELLANY. 


Erom the Philadelphia World. 
QUESTIONS, 
To be asked and answered every day in the solitude 
of the closet. 


1. Do I seriously regard religion as 
in which I am individually 

2. Am I more concerned to be indeed reli- 
gious than to be regarded as religious? 

3. Do I really believe that I have an immor. 
tal soul, that I am a guilty, ruined, and helpless 
sinner, and that if I live and die without bein 
made a new creature in Christ Jesus, I shall as. 
suredly be lost for ever? And do I so believe 
these important truths as to be habitually influ- 
enced by them? - | 

4. Do I seriously and habitually study the Ho- 
ly Bible as a book that God hath given to me? 

5. Am I willing to give up for Christ every 
thing that the Bible or my conscience tells me 
that he does not approve? 

6. Have I sought and obtained a Scriptural 
knowledge that Christ is my Saviour, and that, 
for his sake, my numerous sins are all forgiven? 

7. Dol indeed love Christ more than I love 
myself; and do I really embrace him as my 
teacher, my atoning Redeemer, and the director 
of all I do, and think, and say? 

8. Is the Sabbath a delight to me: and am | 
careful never to be absent from my place in the 
house of God either on that day or on any other 
day when they that fear the Lord meet together? 

9. Do I act toward my children and all others 
of my household as though I really believed that 
they have immortal souls? Is the voice of prayer 
and thanksgiving daily heard in my tabernacle? 
Do I regularly and believingly pour out my soul 
to God in the closet? And do L amid the con- 
cerns of life, pray ‘‘without ceasing?” 

10. What influence has religion upon my 
passions, my temper, and the whole of my de- 
portment? Is it such that men take knowledge 
of me that J have been with Jesus? 

11. Do I watch against every sin, and espe- 
cially that which most easily besets me? 

12. Do I often examine myself with rigor and 
impartiality, recollecting the deceitfulness of my 
own heart? 

13. By what motive am I influenced? Am I 
governed by principle, or am I actuated by views 
of expediency? 


14. Am Ia member of a Christian Church? 
And if not, why not? | 

15. What are my views of the nature of a 
Christian Charch and the ordinances of Christ? 
And whence did I derive these views? From the 
teaching of men, or from devout, and unpreju- 
diced, and pers>nal study of the word of God? 

16.' How do I hear the word of God? Asa 
knowing critic, or as a child-who desires to be 
taught? 

17. If [am a Church member, how do | dis- 
charge my duties as such? Do I seek the benefit 
of others more than my own gratification? Am 
I useful? Am I zealous? Am I indeed 
oceupy the lowest seat? Am I altogeter free 
from the crying sin of trampling on the wishes 
and privileges of poor members, because J am 
better circumstanced than they? 

18. How do I act toward him who ministers 
tome in word and doctrine? Do I habitually 
pray for him that he may be made a blessing to. 
me and to others, and do I do nothing that may 
niyo prevent his being so? Do I anticipate 

is wants, and contribute toward his support to 
the utmost of my ability? Ordo I love my mo- 
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than decency requires? . 

19. Do I really believe, and love to hearfaith- 
fully and fully preached, the doctrines which I 
publicly profess? 

20. Am I deeply concerned for the salvation 
_ of others, whether far off or near at hand? And, 
if so, do I give evidence of it by being “‘ready 
to every good word and work?’ And are the ef- 
forts I make for thejr benefit, so large and so 
many as not to admit of any addition? 

21. Do I realize the fact, that nothing that I 
have is my own; and that; being only the Lord’s 
steward of all that I possess, I act unrighteously 
if I hesitate to employ it for him? 

22. Do I do all things to the glory of God,and 
to the glory of God alone? 

23. Do the vast concerns of eternity occupy 
my supreme attention? 

24 Am I this moment prepared to die; and do 
I now rejoice in prospect of the second coming 
of Christ? Isaac Oromarp. 

Haddington. 


JACOB’S LADDER. 


A Welchclergyman invited to assist in the 
ordination of a minister in some part of Eng- 
land, was appointed to deliver the address to 
the church and congregation; and having been 
informed that their previous minister suffered 
much from pecuniary embarrassment, although 
the church was fully able to support htm com- 
fortably, took the following singular method of 
administering reproof: 

In the address to the church he remarked, 
‘You have been praying, no doubt, that God 
would send you a man after his own heart, to 
be your pastor. You did well. God, we hope, 
has heard your prayer, and given you such a 
minister as he approves, who will go in-and out 
before you, and feed your souls with the bread 
of life. But now you have prayed fora minis- 
ter, and God has given yon one to your mind, 
you*have something more todo; you must take 
care of him, and in order to his being happy 
among. you, I have heen thinking you have need 
topray again. ‘Pray again! pray again! What, 
what should we pray again for?’ ell, I think 

ou have need to pray again. ‘But for what?’ 
Why, I’ll tell you. Pray that God would put 
Jacob’s ladder down to the earth again. ‘Jacob’s 
ladder! Jacob’s ladder! What has Jacob’s lad- 
der to do with our minister?? Why, I think if 
God would put Jacob’s ladder down, that your 
minister could go up into heaven on the Sab- 
bath evening, after preaching, and remain all the 
week, then he could come down every Sabbath 
morning, so spiritually-minded and so full of 
heaven, that he could preach to you almost like 
an angel.. ‘O yes, that may be very well, and if 
it were possible we should like it; but then we 
need our minister through the week to attend 
prayer meetings, visit the sick, hear experience, 
ive advice, &c. &c, and therefore must have 
fim always with us; we want the whole of his 
time and attention.’ That may be, and I will 
admit the daily necessity of his attention to your 
concerns, but then you will remember, that if he 
remains here, he must have bread and cheese; 
and I have been told that your former minister 

as often wanting the common necessaries of 
Iife, while many of you can enjoy its luxuries; 
and therefore I thought if God would put Ja- 
cob’s ladder down, your present minister might 
preach to you on the Sabbath, and by going up 
into heaven after the services of the day, save 
you the painful necessity of supporting him.” 


gn 


ney, covet a cheap ministry, and give no more 


TO MOTHERS. 


Respected and dear friends:—Honorable is 
your station and amazing is your influence. It 
ig Seen In every stage, and every walk of life. 
It may bless or destroy nations. No earthly 
power can effectually counteract it. Nor is it 
limited to time. It stretches far away inta the 
incompnted ages of eternity, and lasts while 
God exists. Is it then, a light thing to speak 
of a Mother's influence! 

I would speak to you, revered friends, of your 
children. What can interest a mother more? 
That sweet babe in your arms, christian mother, 
whom you thus fondly fold to your heart,—the 
child of yuur love and anxieties, and yearning 
tenderness; what is it? Is it a flower of the 
field, which ere long decays to bloom no more? 
No: it is a soul, liviug out an eternity. It is 
given to a Christian mother to decide, God 
helping, that this child shall live with God in 
heaven. Do you believe this? Do you con- 
scientiously believe, that you can, as an Instru- 
ment, secure the everlasting salvation of that 
child? This, then, is your work. Do you think 
yourself insulated, and therefore incapable of 
doing much for Christ? Mother! you may train 
up that darling boy for the ministry! He may 
be another Morrison, giving the Bible to two 
HUNDRED MILLIONS of the benighted. He may 
be a Henry Martyn, a David Brainerd, an Ed- 
ward Payson. I have heard, (how true it is I 
know not) that Edward Payson’s mother would 
rise from her bed, intensely anxious, and on her 
knees pour out her prayer for him the hours 
unheeded, till the morning dawned. How easy 
it would be to fill this sheet with authenticated 
facts, evincing a mother’s power with God in 
‘prayer. Blessed are ye who are privileged to be 
mothers, living in this morning twilight of the 
‘millennium. h, that every one but understood 
her privilege. A mother’s influence! how she 
might use it to save her child. 

ave you, then, a female prayer-meeting in 
your place of residence? Have you a Maternal 
Association? Thanks to God, that mothers are 
awaking to the importance of forming these 
Societies. The grand object is to aid each 
other in training up theirchildren forGod. Will 
% think of the subject and pray over it?—WN. 

Obs. 


WHY DO MEN COMPLAIN OF WANT OF TIME? 


It is very erroneous to suppose, that having 
much time on our hands will necessarily bring 
a devotional spirit; the contrary is generally the 
case. When persons have little to do, they 
think any time but the present the best: having 
no engagements, their meetings with God are 
deferred, and the consequence is, that many 
unexpected hindrances arise to prevent their 
‘retirement, except just before they enter their 
beds, when they are gone much fatigued 
with doing nothing. hereas a person fully 
employed, if he be spiritually minded, will say, 
I know my engagements will take up the great- 
er portion of this day, if I do not secure these 
first moments for God, I shall have greater diffi- 
culty in retiring hereafter, or it will be utterly 
impossible. If there be a willing mind, oppor- 
tunities will be found. A man will learn to 
‘economise his time, to rise a little earlier and 
form a plan to regulate his household. Is not 
irregularity the cause of your want of time? I 
am convinced that by thus redeeming time, the 
old worthies obtained so much leisure for com- 
munion with God. David was a king, and 


}more engaged than you or I, yet he found time 


‘children. At the age of two years she com- 


99 


to walk within his house with a perfect heart; 


ing, andat noon. Abraham was a man of most 
extensive business, having three, hundred and 
eighteen trained servants born in his own house, 
yet he found time to walk before God, and to 
command his household after him. Joshua had 
the command of six hundred thousand men, yet 
he and his house served the Lord.—Sherman’s 
Help. 


CONJUGAL LOVE. 


A late London Journal contains an account’ 
of a most extraordinary attachment between 


the joys of wedded life may be implanted in the 
hearts,and how fatal the consequence is of their 
sudden uprooting. The case occurred in Is- 
lington; it was this—the wife of a poor: man 
had died—he had approached the coffin to take 
a last look at the once loved partner of his joys 
and sorrows, between him and whom there had 
never been heard, in fifty years, the voice of 
dissention. As his eye fell on the inanimate 
form he suddenly dropped down, and, before 
medical aid could be procured, died! ee 

The reader may fancy what must have been 
the happiness enjoyed by such a couple during 
the period of fifty years.. How smoothly ran 
the stream of their joys—how blended their 
affections—how united their hearts! ‘'Desti- 
ny’s relentless knife’ could not sever the tie 
which connccted one of them to life, without 


cutting asunder that which bound the other!— 
Phil. Herald. 


_ HABIT OF PRAYER EARLY FORMED. 
I recollect the method adopted by a mother, 


‘who was anzious that the habit of prayer should 


be early formed, and rendered agreeable to her 


menced the daily practice of retiring with them 
as early as possible in the morning, before they 
were engaged in play. The habit of prayer 
was soon fixed, and it was their uniform choice 
to attend toit. Assoon as they could read, the 
Bible was spread open, a very few verses read. 


in turn, and one selected to be thought upon 
during the day, and for the last subject at night 


.when she leftthem. She retired with them, to 
jmake the season as interesting as possible, and 
to prevent habits of inattention. As her cares 
increased, she at length permitted them to go 
alone, and still perceived the same cheerful at- 
tention to the duty. When a third little daughter 
was old enough, she was sent with the others, 
but manifested a decided aversion to it, often 
saying, “I don’t,love to pray.” It was not diffi- 
cult for the mother to perceive her mistake, and 
she hasted to retieve the error. At this tender 
age the mother’s presence was wanted t0 en- 
courage and lead the infant child to God, by 
the same gentle steps she had led the others. 
She soon learned ‘‘to love to pray;’’ and that mo- 
ther assured me that she was a thousand fold 
repaid by the happiness and serenity diffused 
over the minds of her children through the day. 
When she was sick or absent, their little ora- 
‘tory was never forsaken, nor the passage of 
Scripture neglected; and the text’selected for 
the day was happily instrumental of good. In 
directing one of these children how to conduct 
when visiting, ‘'Yes,”’ said the little one with 
seriousness, “I will think of this, ‘Thou God, 
seest me.’’’ One illustration more shall suffice, 


The father of a family was accustomed at the 


and to pray and cry aloud, at evenihg,.at morn- © 


husband and wife, demonstrating how deeply. 
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